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a ’ e detective who worked closely with TATTLER on the eon- 
... . esngation of John Kennedy's assassination has been shot to 
:‘:er mysterious circumstances in Louisiana, 
n, H. ■ Joei Cooper was shot in ’he face while lying in bed at his 
J P* T 3 - a P3 r tment in the early-morning hours of October 16 

vd. ^:tr 1 "-per assisted this 


ry. 

T.-.T’ 


.tr 

'■ d<-wn two pilots who were 

-- • " f| n to fly two mystery men 
t an undLsck-sed local ton in 

or. N v. dj. liri3 - the day President 
;■ v. ^ murdered in Dailas, 

’p- : di«i. Cooper had mailed 

.r: a ;:l;Uona3 evidence he had collected 
■-£■ T.atiC r ii. 

r ’:ir r :1 cached TATTLERS office less 
i h' ur*. before (Viper was killed, In- 
:hh va-i a letter with the 

,. ."H* ifjitiT. 

■ n ' ’ lJ ‘ T ATTIJ-'R carried hy* itame 

^■t-c up.” 

c r f \ »'iRU> WAR || hero, rtiut'h- 
: - ■■ ’ ■" h . nd farmer FBI in- 

. ■ : ; k r last 10 ;. ears of his life to 

. v ' f tivi :*ry surrounding the 

. ^^.nazii-n 

; *■ 'umber of other attempts 

1 ATAici' 'as ex-lawman - the 

■ r - :: “ r =- r in *>'-3 when the 
■ ■: -t .\-c ir :LT.t V-ose causing a 
-■ r-rir death, .tj= back broken 

- : -.ir^, M; w;:t bhd daughter were 

^ -j 

-”- " r - t-^ir a week before Cooper was 
"" ‘ te?t.:y he:; re a New Orleans 
-- tTt tr?e .cemeiy assasEination. 

! r: - ”■ it eer.rg post had been 

L ;'” v hj; „ v - : 1 tc “ d r ^ ver 

'-■ - t hxkiag e\idenc^ urs- 

h ■-■per dcrLT .2 his deo-ade-ioag 
: r -a- maier^,! liakmg persons in 
r - ^-eLi^en^t ke> as&a^iaatioa 
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-err a r . rAr^x/' the 50-vcsr- 
r ATTIRE. Eut f love my 
— e Kerrifedy. but ! don't 
e Pre^nen: is the way to 


By JOHN MOULDER 
Copyr,- ■?}{. the Mattanaf Tattter 


* ooper carried on his probe up until hL^ 
duath. He talked by telephone with this TAT- 
T[,ER reporter four days before he died. He 
in low i'd up T bis conversation with a letter 
dr tailing his latest findings. TATTLER 
received the letter Oct. 15. 

One day lavr. a; 7:30 a.m., Get. 16, Cooper's 
b-'dy was fouiaii in his bed in his apartment In a 
m dern buil m the outskirts of Baton 

Ki uge 

He hud he vi i stRit .nice in the right cheek. An 
m : tops y shmif'! the hullet traveled upwards, 
th.' slug ledgi;: f : in the top ,jf his skull. Cooper 
w :is righE^han i -d, A ^5i-<‘a liber pistol was found 
"it the left side nf his b^dv. 

lhe weapiiFL whieh sheriffs deputies said 
na< owned b\ Clipper, ^us partially covered by 
a ' loth. 

1 v»per‘s b-Iy was covered with bed linen, as 
i: be bee*; sleeping. 

\cc- rdmg to Cooper's attorney, Emile 
” ber the 6* ~ *■£ the apartment was unlocked 
l;- i i>;-ned. UVber, summoned by Cooper’s 
was -.resent at the death scene and 
n lified *her::f , mvesti^atots, the lawver told 
TATTLER. 

UR. HYPOUTF- LANDRY, the Eaton Rouge 
p-rLsh . -roner, withheld comment on the cause 
-- 4te:h per. i:r.g completion of the sheriff's 
b- est.jdtior , jr. I^indrv said he is considering 
:: Lrde:. suk L or accidental death, 

However, f operis friends and family are 
did not shoot himself * either 
: on purpose. He had Ijeen an 
v.pons sin*: e he received military 
*‘ill in his teens. 

' tr; ^s thorough dbfjut this as 
■" l 3 at Bonanno, sheriff's chief 
; >i newsmen, 

e. Lillian, w as in the apartment 
took place. She was in the 
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JOE COOPER rn his pollc??nsrr's 

kitchen preparing breakfast while Ot ■■■ 
remained in bed. 

She heard a shot and went to the 
where ?he found her husband dead. Later shj 
discovered that the front door cf -J-;e ^p;;rrrn.?rn 
was open. Earlier, it had been" Ioc::e-:. 
Authorities say Mrs. Coopts is nr. a rus.-eV” 

“Joe didn't know when :n h-= ' ■■■ 
shut / 1 attorney Weber fold "TATTLT-A-'. 
“There's something mighty serev.y n : nr rn 
somew here,” 

COOPER'S ATTORNEY, his frien r ^ and 
relatives told TATTUIR that Cooper had been 
in high spirits and had had no recent domestic 
problems, 

“I \stts his attorney and I was bis iVe: 
Weber said. “We were very ehr v. T r ■; ■■ 
definitely that Joe did not eW 4 ;r. ; ;{ r 

was in top spirits,” 

One of the theories sheriff's dc ••>■. e* 
they are exploring was t-sjt C'-'Opf:; r 
ciden tally shot himself. But V 7 ber s: ;l ; 
would be highly unlikely thre Cr* L r ’> 

cleaning a pbstol while cm! .-l L - V L 
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vestigators said heavy gunpowder burns were 
found on Cooper's face. 

Cooper, former veteran policeman in Baton 
Rouge and in Florida, “w as the most thorough 
investigator I ever knew/ 1 his lawyer said. 

The investigator, who distinguished himseif 
in ravsl combat in World War IJ and received a 
presidential citation, pursued a theory that the 
Kennedy assassination was plotted on board a 
naval aircraft carrier in August l r s63 7 three 
months before Kennedy was slaim in a 
motorcade in downtown Dallas, 

COOPER WAS CONVINCED that Lee 
Harvey Oswald, whom the Warren Commission 
named as the sole assassin of President Ken- 
nedy. was a naval intelligence airent. 

The theory that f-tewald w-s a 
a has been explored by other assassination 
experts. Former New Orleans District at- 
torney dim Garrison* who conducted ids own 
probe of the Kennedy assassination, believed 
Oswald was in the employ of the CIA and tue 
assassination was a conspiracy. 

Cooper's research into the guests aboard the 
aircraft carrier Shangri la led to an eventual 
Navy secrecy clampdown on the August 1%! 
junket and a visit by a n^vai intelligence agent. 
The agent w anted to know why Cooper , Then a 
poi Iceman, was interested in the Shangvi l*a. 

Cooper was scheduled to present ids in- 
: for fixation to the Orleans Parish grand jury on 
July 9, 3SS8 - in the midst of the Garrison 
assassination probe. Before he could testify . 
the steering post caine loose on his auto and it 
crashed into a culvert. Cooper's back was 
broken in three places. His daughter had a 
ruptured spleen. His w ife suffered a .serious 
head injury. 


"t could never prove the steering had been j 
tampered with* but I never believed it was an i 
accident,” Cooper told TATTLER* 

He told TATTLER he tell his life was in 
danger as & result of his sleuthing, 

'BUT I HAVE GOTTEN to the point that I 
don't cure anymore/ 3 lie said, ^Somebody 
needs to get to the bottom of this.” 

Tips provided by Cooper led a TATTLER 
reporter to two men — one in Raton Rouge and 
one near Slaughter, La. Bulb disclosed they had 
been offered *35, flOD to fly two mysterious 
passcngersJ from Dallas to Latin America on 
the day Kennedy was murdered. 

Irtsl?ted they turned doT- the , 
■rffep/ told TATTLER -thsy are convinced two \ 
proposed flight would have keen for the escape . 
of Kennedy's assassins. 

Both man said the flight proposal was made j 
.to them by a Garland, Tex., man while all throe 
were employed at Ung-Temco-V ought, the j 
sprawling Dallas defense plant. 

One of the men interviewed by TATTLER 1 
was Billy Kemp, 51, a World W ar K fighter pilot 
and decorated hero. 

Kemp was married at ttie time to Maxine 
Kemp/ who in 19S3 was an employee of the 
Louisiana State Menial Hospital at Jackin, 
where she still works. Mrs. Kemp, a witness in 
Garrison's assassination pro!>e, said that I*ee 
Harvey Oswald came to the hospital and rilled 
oui a job application. 

The oilier pile t who received the offer agreed 
to talk only tm the condition that he would ret 
hu identified in the story. 

He said he Feared for bis life. 
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Since TATTLER devoted an en- 
tire issue to the continuing 
doubts eh&ut the Presidential 
\ assassination JO veers ego, 
4 our roadors and Americans 
“V ,i everywhere hove he on flood- 
i ing us with tips and theories 
J of conspiracy, mystery and 
j cover-up. This is another story 
,/ i keeping you posted on the hig- 
m -st event of this asti ^ration. 


